
 GCRI is a Regional Cancer Centre and 
Speciality Medical Education Centre running DM, 
MCh, MD, PhD, MSc, Diploma courses admitting 
and training so many students every year.  How GCRI 
is different from other such Institutes in the country? 
Why GCRIans are unique and have excelled in the 
country and internationally? GCRI is not only an 
Institute; it is a Family. There is an induction of a 
student in the GCRI Family with welcome meet, 
homing and care by the faculty, seniors and staff 
helping to overcome initial language barriers and 
homesickness. Well planned teaching programs, 
duties with opportunities to get training and 
experience of all aspects of oncology and faculties. 
Treating the patients and their caregivers with dignity, 
helping them procure right treatment from different 
resources was an art to learn. Morning presentations 
of various topics in the department in presence of 
colleagues, teachers and invited experts gave them 
confidence to analyze, organize, present and debate. 
They were always encouraged and supported to 
participate, present, publish at institutional, national, 
international level. Teachers utilized their contacts 
and institutional relations to arrange visiting 

programs.  Research projects, clinical trials gave them 
extra skil ls  in documentations and human 
relationships. Ongoing public awareness programs 
and cancer camps were the great experiences for them.  
Mock remedial examinations removed fears and weak 
points improving preparations for their final exams. 
Teachers were guardians taking care of their 
aspirations, needs, entertainment, celebrations of 
achievements and life events. GCRIans wherever they 
are, remain in close contact with each other as a proud 
GCRI family! We feel proud and satisfied when we 
see their presence at prestigious conferences and 
publications as experts and subject authorities. 

 It is an honour for me to be awarded with Dr. 
Shilin N Shukla, Medical Oncology Oration. I 
dedicate my talk to my beloved teachers - Padmashri 
Dr. Pankaj M. Shah, Dr. Kirti M. Patel and Late Dr.  
Shilin N. Shukla. During my journey at GCRI from 
1980 to 1982 as a MD Student and 1983 to 2013 as 
faculty, I received training, love, bonding, motivation, 
guidance, assignments, support and faith from all of 
them.
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